206                        LIFE AM) LETTERS                       [1788

Westminster Hall, that they may be sure of getting to
the door in time.

c. . . Since writing the above I have been to the
Hall. We stood an hour and a half in the street in the
mob, and at last the press was so terrible, that I think
it possible I may have saved, if not her life, at least a
limb or two. I could not, however., save her cap,
which perished in the attempt. Shoes were, however,
the principal and most general loss. Several ladies
went in barefoot; others, after losing their own, got
the stray shoes of other people, and went in with one
red and one yellow shoe.'

* Pall Mall Court: Thursday, June 5, 1788.

c You will probably expect some account of Sheridan's
speech, and it has been so capital an object for months
past, that I should like to tell you something of it,
Tooth for your own gratification and as a memorial to
recur to hereafter when we gossip of these things as
TDelonging to old times. Bat I cannot undertake a
criticism of his performance to-day, much less a report
of what he said. ... He spoke four hours and a half,
'and then paused till Friday (to-morrow), when he will
certainly conclude. If I am to give my opinion quite
sincerely, and to go no further than your own ear, I
must say that I imagine a great majority of his audi-
ence was disappointed; and to speak truth yet more
folly, I own I expected myself something more brilliant,
more striking, and impressive than we received, The
^disappointment, however, if it exists, has been more